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Welcome from your President
I hope you have all settled in now to our new term and are 
enjoying your classes. Welcome too to all our tutors. We 
have some new ones this year and I am sure they will 
settle in well.
This Summer we have had the pottery windows, at the 
street, repaired and repainted, a new sink put in the studio 
with storage for the water jars underneath, new contain-
ers for the pottery glazes and some new shelving for 
storage. 
Doors Open was a success again this year with lots of 
visitors enjoying the exhibition, building, teas and a 
‘goodie’. The children had a great time crafting in the 
pottery. Thanks to all those members who volunteered to 
help. Without your help we would not be able to take part 
in these events.
Our new printing class is going well. I’m sure you will see 
their work on show in our future exhibitions.
Our first event was Simon Ward’s ‘Throwing and Hand 
building an assemblage of forms to make vessels’. 
Sunday 13th October Irene Coulthard, one of our pottery 
tutors, led a workshop in 'Mishima and Sgraffito'.
Sunday 20th October, saw a painting workshop led by 
Alan Stephens, an artist based in St. Andrews, 'Painting 
water - rivers or seas', using oils. While in the pottery 
Heather Gilbert demonstrated how to use our own glazes.

Avril Cunningham showed us how to use materials to 
provide different textures when using acrylic paints. 
After all these demos and workshops we have still to 
come Pat Bray’s Life Drawing workshop.

Several of our members took part in an extremely busy, 
successful and much appreciated 'Fun Palaces' event 
offering Arty Activities for Children in  Templehall Library. 
Thanks to those who made this such a success.

Looking forward, the Christmas Fair is almost upon us 
and I hope you will all publicise and support it. It is a 
great opportunity to find that unusual, one-off kind of gift. 
This session will finish with the Club Party, at which I 
hope to see you. It is a good chance to meet and social-
ise with members from other classes. 

In case I don’t see you before the Festive Season I will 
take this opportunity to send you good wishes for the 
Festive Season and hope to see you all in the New Year 
working hard to produce artwork for our Exhibition in 
March.

Elma MacIntyre

Volunteering
As you maybe (don’t) know Kirkcaldy Art Club is run 
by volunteers. Increasingly the committee is feeling 
the pressure with the amount of jobs that need doing 
throughout the year. When we call out for volunteers 
for different activities or events we’re not just saying 
this to try and include you in Art Club activities, 
which we do want to happen! It is also because we 
genuinely need your help. Next time the class rep 
calls out for people or an email asking for help is in 
your inbox, see if you can find a little time. It only 
needs to be an hour or so here and there, it will 
make such a difference. 

Art Class for Children of Primary School age starting 
in January. The class provides a range of art activities 
that will allow children to experiment and explore 
different ideas at their own individual level and pace. 
The class will be taught by Dorothy Black and will be 
from 16:30 - 17:30 every Monday commencing the 
13th January 2020.
The class will run for 8 weeks, cost is £48 and is to be 
paid at enrolment. (all materials are included)

Enrolment will be on Monday 6th January 2020 at 
4.30pm. Spaces are offered on a first come first 
serve basis

We will have an exhibition of the children’s work on 
Monday 9th March   4.30 - 5.30pm

Back
in January:

Hot Pot Kids!
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East Wemyss Care Home
On 15th August some of our members went to East 
Wemyss for an unveiling of paintings. Members volun-
teered to produce paintings to hang in East Wemyss Care 
home. The brief was to have local themes, local scenes 
and they were to be interactive. Mandy from the care 
home came along with residents to see progress and now 
the 4 paintings are hanging in the Care home. The paint-
ings done by Bill Bruce, Vera Lethbridge and Duncan 
Gilfillan look fantastic and are a real talking point among 
residents, staff and visitors.

Below: MacDuff Castle by Bill Bruce, a view out of the 
window by Vera Lethbridge, a mining theme by Duncan 
Gilfillan and a garden shed by Bill Bruce

Simon Ward
On Sunday 6th October, Simon Ward, recently a tutor in 
the pottery, returned to Kirkcaldy Art Club to demonstrate 
his skills and techniques before setting off for Japan and 
Australia. Simon, a world famous ceramicist, showed 
members how to throw a closed form and how to        
transform the shape by pressing different tools into the 
clay. He combined handbuilt shapes with the thrown 
forms to create interesting vessels. As always two hours 
just flew by, just not long enough - Simon is such a skilled 
inspiring ceramicist and generously shared freely so 
much information with everyone to soak up. We wish 
Simon well on his travels and look forward to seeing him 
again, to benefit from all the new ideas that he will learn 
and bring back to us. 

Doors Open
Sunday, 8th September, it was very busy at Kirkcaldy Art 
Club for Doors Open Days. There was a steady flow of 
visitors. 110 adults and 30 children came in to see the 
building, view an exhibition of member's work and 
enjoyed our coffee, tea and home baked cakes. The 
children enjoyed the activities in the pottery, making 
bracelets, using clay to make a range of items, designing 
lovely cards and other art activities. 

Alan Stephens
Sunday 20th October, in the painting studio, Alan 
Stephens led a workshop in painting water, either seas or 
rivers, using oils. Alan, a well known artist based in St 
Andrews, returned for a workshop after doing a demo last 
year for us. He began by talking through the different 
colours of water, depending on the various circumstanc-
es, ie reflections of the skies, angles of waves creating 
changes, fading into paler reflections, breaking waves 
causing the colour to be light on top and darker below. 
Alan demonstrated all these points in paintings and then, 
as people got started on their own paintings, he spent lots 
of time giving individual attention, providing tips and 
suggestions to participants. General suggestions includ-
ed investing in better brushes and paints, being bolder 
when applying paint, using fingers to blend colours, and 
using a toothbrush with runny foam to produce foam on 
waves. It was a busy afternoon, with everyone working 
very hard indeed, but gaining from lots of tips to apply in 
future works.
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Irene Coulthard
Members enjoyed a Mishima and Sgraffito workshop on 
Sunday 13th October with Irene Coulthard (our Wednes-
day Pottery tutor) whose passion and enthusiasm for 
this technique shone through. Irene guided us through 
the stages demonstrating and explaining each step from 
tracing the design onto the prepared clay, to incising, 
adding the underglaze and cleaning it up afterwards. 
Attendees gained valuable insight into the importance of 
ensuring the steps are carried out at the correct time as 
dryness levels are key. The workshop was attended by 
pottery class, painting class and printing class members 
who all produced exciting and unique work. As the work-
shop was fully booked Irene repeated it for us on the 2nd 
November.

Heather Gilbert
On Sunday 20th October Heather Gilbert, pottery tutor 
at the club, demonstrated how best to use Kirkcaldy Art 
Club's own glazes. We are lucky to have a large selec-
tion of glazes at the club.
Heather gave members an insight to the endless possi-
bilities from the large selection of glazes available at 
Kirkcaldy Art Club. She showed members different ways 
to apply glazes, what problems to look out for, how to 
use wax resist, and also 'what not to do', reminding 
potters to 'Clean the bottom of your pot!!' 
Heather had prepared some beautiful examples. Mem-
bers left feeling inspired, even those who had been 
coming to classes for years. 

Before glaze firing After glaze firing

Christmas Party Time
Come along for an evening of fun with party food, wine 
and quizzes! Friday 6th December - 7:30pm
Tickets are £10. If you would like a ticket please add your 

name and number of tickets required to the list in 
either the kitchen or upstairs studio by 14th 
November. Payment will be collected from your 
class week commencing 18th November and 
you will then receive your ticket. Not in a 
class? Please send an email to 
kirkcaldyartclub@outlook.com

Tombola!
We all love the tombola at Kirkcaldy Art Club events.
We will have a tombola at the Christmas fair and the 
Christmas party.  A box for your donation 
is in the kitchen and upstairs in the 
painting studio. 
A FUNdraiser for the club!
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Avril Cunningham
On Sunday 27th October Avril Cunningham demonstrat-
ed 'Having fun with Gels and Pastes'. Avril showed us 
many different types of gels and pastes and demonstrat-
ed how best to use them to enhance acrylic painting and 
provide many different textures when using acrylics. She 
showed us examples of work done using crackle paste, 
moulding paste, glass bead gel and many others, 
describing their properties. It was very helpful and infor-
mative to see how they would be used, and also to see 
the finished work. Then Avril went on to demonstrate 
Gelli Plate printing. This was fascinating, a form of 
monoprinting in which a gelatin block is used as a print-
ing plate, with water based printing ink or acrylics. This 
was followed by people trying out the process. It was 
very effective and enjoyed by those present.
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Art & Craft Fair
We have our Christmas Fair coming up in November 
which we hope you will put some of your work into. You 
don’t have to have done the work in the club. Items must 
be for sale for this fair though. There is no limit to the 
amount of work. Approx. half a small table. You do need 
to have a clear list of the items that you are selling.  If 
you are selling at the fair we do expect you to help out. 
Even if it is for an hour or so. (Rota is upstairs)
Conditions of entry and entry forms are on the website 
under members only. (Password is on your membership 
card) Please share some of the leaflets that are at the 
club and if you are on facebook, please share our event.
As always we would love your homebaking to go with 
the tea & coffee that we sell at this event.

Exhibition at the Dentist
Our second six monthly ’show’ in the waiting room at 
Viceroy Street Dental Practice continues our success. 
Three paintings (+ a request for one more) have been 
sold.
The changeover for the next six months will be in late 
January. If you would like to exhibit a picture, all that is 
required is that you send the details (Title, Artist, 
Medium, Price) to Bill Brown and that you are willing to 
go along to help with hanging the show on the designat-
ed date. Keep a lookout for further information nearer 
the time.

Printing Class
Since September we are running our first printing class. 
This is Monday mornings from 10am-noon. Members 
have been enjoying the experimentation of using differ-
ent printing techniques, such as Silk Screen, Mono and  
Lino and also combining them with a variety of printing 
materials.  A very enthusiastic Dot Black is full of great 
and creative ideas and the class has produced some 
really interesting pieces embellishing the prints in a 
variety of ways. A really enjoyable and fun class.
There are still a few spaces available in this class. If you 
fancy trying something different, just get in touch. The 
class is suitable for both beginners and those more 
experienced. 


